
Parent FAQ & Informational Transition to CCMS Grade 7 2017 

Question Response 
How many teams are there in grade 7? There are 3 teams per grade.  Intrepid, Defender & Courageous are 

the grade 7 teams for September 2017 
How many students are on each team? The team size limit by contract is currently 104 students. Actual 

team sizes this year ranged from 77-92 students with an average 
class size of 23 

What subjects are taught on team? English Language Arts, Math, Science and Social Studies 
What subjects are required? Health, Physical Education and Applied Literacy are required 

courses for all grade 7 students.  
What subjects are taught as electives? Electives available to grade 7 students include Band 7, Beginner 

Band, Beginning Orchestra, Orchestra 7, Chorus 7, Music 
Exploration, Folk Music, Art 1, Art 2, Digital Art 1, Digital Art 2, 
Computer Literacy, Coding with HTML & CSS, Coding with Scratch, 
Coding with Python, Introduction to World Language, and Fitness.  

What is a prerequisite? Some electives require that a prerequisite course be taken first.  For 
example, Art 1 is a prerequisite course for Art 2.  (Students must 
take Art 1 before they can take Art 2.)  Prerequisites are noted in 
the CCMS Unified Arts Course Description document. 

Which electives meet every day? For grade 7 students, there are no electives that meet every day.  
What foreign language courses are available to 
grade 7 students? 

Introduction to World Language is the only foreign language course 
available to grade 7 students.  This class meets every other day for 
one semester. 

What foreign language courses are available to 
grade 8 students? 

Currently, grade 8 students may elect Spanish 1 or French 1.  The 
class meets every day for a full year.  Students who receive a 
passing grade in these courses earn high school credit. 

How are teams formed? Teams are balanced based on academic achievement in the 
previous grade, STAR scores, gender and special educational needs. 

When are teams formed? Team placement occurs over a process that begins in March once 
academic data becomes available.  Various alterations are made 
over the course of the remainder of the school year based on Math 
placement (Accelerated or Core) and balancing of special 
educational needs.  In some cases, team changes must be made in 
order to accommodate Math Waivers into Accelerated Math. 
Teams are finalized over the summer. 

How are parents/students notified of their team 
assignments? 

At the end of the summer once all teams are finalized, parents and 
students will receive a Skylert phone call that notifies them that 
their student’s schedule and team placement are viewable on 
Skyward Family Access. 

What Math Courses are available? CCMS offers two pathways for students in Mathematics: A Common 
Core grade level course and an Accelerated Mathematics course. 
The Accelerated Mathematics course is a compacted sequence 
which encompasses grades 7, 8, and High School Algebra I into two 
years.   Students who receive a passing grade in Accelerated Math 
receive High School credit for Algebra I. 

What is the criteria for Math placement? The criteria used for placement in Accelerated grade 7 Mathematics 
is STAR scores, grade 6 math grades for Quarters 1, 2 and 3 and 
grade 6 teacher recommendation.  Math placement letters are 
typically sent in late April.  



What is the process for waiving students into a 
different Math course than what was 
recommended? 

At the time that placement letters are sent, Math Waiver forms are 
made available to families who wish to waive their student into a 
different Math course.  A parent fills out the form and returns it to 
BRMS.  Those forms are then shared with CCMS and placements are 
adjusted. 

How and when are student schedules created? The process of creating student schedules begins in April and 
continues through the summer.  Course selections are entered into 
Skyward and a program is run that generates student schedules. 
After this is run, individual schedules are reviewed and changes are 
made to eliminate conflicts.  Every effort is made to honor elective 
preferences indicated on the course selection form, however no 
guarantees can be made.  Schedules are finalized the week before 
school starts.  

Will there be a new student orientation? There is a Welcome to CCMS Picnic in late summer for incoming 
grade 7 students.  At this time they will meet their teachers and 
other students on their team.  New students may attend or may 
request a tour upon registering.  

How can my child get a tour of the school? Tours will be given at the Welcome picnic.  If a student would like to 
come earlier in the summer, families should contact Ms. 
McCormack to set up a time. 360-1360 

Do teams stay together for 1 or 2 years? Currently teams loop for 2 years. This means that students stay with 
their four core teachers (Language Arts, Math, Science and Social 
Studies) in grade 7 and 8.  The advantage of looping is that teachers 
get to know their students personally as well as deeply 
understanding their social/emotional and academic needs. 

Can parents provide feedback regarding team 
and teacher assignments? What is that process? 

Specific team requests are not accepted.  However, parents may 
complete the Student Learning Style Form that is available on the 
CCMS website under Guidance.  These forms are reviewed during 
the finalization of teams during the summer.  

When forming teams do you try to keep BRMS 
teams together? 

In an effort to create heterogeneous teams without bias, BRMS 
teams are not taken into consideration. 

If I have more questions whom should I contact? If you have questions regarding the scheduling process, please 
contact our school counselor Ms. McCormack at 360-1360.  

 


